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Pride 2000

It's PRIDE 2000 and once again ACT will have a presence in queer
communifies, not to mention having some fun!

This year we will have a poster campaign that will send the mes-
sage that queer communities are made up of diverse people — peo-
ple whose choice to live as they are challenges the social norms of
the many communities from which they come. We will highlight some
of the individuals for whom living truthfully means facing walls and
hurdles, people for whom living truthfully takes strength and
courage. We want to name that ‘PRIDE'.

Our poster this year has a range of images. There are images of
people proud to enjoy leather and/or S/M, drag kings and drag
queens, couples and singles. There are images of parenting, trans-
people, and bears. There are older men and women, younger men
and women. There are people from diverse ethnocultural back-
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grounds, including the Chinese, Portuguese, South Asian, and Black
communities. There are people whose cultural background derives
from more than one ethnocultural community. There are images of
people with different body sizes and shapes — kind of like the real

world. And there are images to reflect biracial couples, as well as cou-

ples from the same ethnocultural community.

So, what do all these images have in common? ACT's poster is
meant fo be a snapshot of ‘PRIDE'. These are all images of people
who make up the gay, lesbian, transsexual, and bisexual communi-
ties, and who represent diverse ways of living in the world as queer.
Their ways of living may challenge the status quo in their communi-
ties, and in the queer communities. These people embody PRIDE.
PRIDE in resistance. PRIDE in the courage to live life on their own
terms, not as it has been defined for them.

Of course, we've linked these themes to an HIV prevention mes-
sage. You'll see a condom subtly placed on the poster, encompassed
within these notions of PRIDE. Condoms have been part of our strug-
gle as a community over the last 15 years, helping us to dramatically
reduce the spread of HIV, while we build support systems for those of
us who are infected with HIV.

You'll see our posters out on Church Street, and in bars and bath-
houses around the city. You'll see our outreach staff and volunteers
at various Pride events. You can join us at our information table or
with our parade truck as we march (and dance) with our posters held
high (and water guns too)!

Happy PRIDE! Make it a safe and fun one.
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Sunnybrook HIV Clinic to Stay Open

In our last newsletter we called for your help to keep the Sunnybrook
HIV Clinic open. It had been scheduled for possible dosure because of
the Hospital’s deficit. We were gravely concerned about the loss of
health care for the 750 patients who use the Clinic. We were worried
about the signal such a closure would send about the future of health
care for people living with HIV/AIDS.

Together with AIDS ACTION NOW! and the Ontario AIDS Network,
ACT moved quickly to alert the community and mobilize support for

ACTalk

the Clinic. Thanks to the many people from all over Ontario who
joined our demonstrations, faxed support letters, and phoned Board
members! This powerful community reaction was crucially important,
as was the media coverage our actions received.

On May 17, Dr. David McCutcheon, President and CEO of
Sunnybrook & Women'’s Health Sciences Centre announced that the
HIV Clinic located at the Sunnybrook Campus will remain open. His
announcement came after the Minister of Health, Elizabeth Witmer,

Our Online Self-Help Forum has a New Look

The AIDS Committee of Toronto is please o announce that ACTalk, our on-line self-help forum for people living
with HIV/AIDS, their friends, family members, partners and caregivers is now better than ever. It's been

redesigned to be more user friendly. On ACTalk you can:

® post questions fo be answered by an ACT volunteer

® talk anonymously with other people living with HIV/AIDS

® talk together about supporting loved ones living with HIV/AIDS
® post questions about safer sex or HIV testing

Check out ACTalk. You can access this on-line forum through the ACT website at www.actoronto.org
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made it clear that she would not permit the Clinic to be closed. It
appears that financial arrangements have been made to ensure the
Clinic's future.

After years of cuthacks and restructuring, it's great fo get some
good news for a change. This Pride Day we can celebrate this small
but important victory for community action.

Support ACT by attending
AIDSwalk
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Women and AIDS Conference

In late May, Toronto had the privilege of hosting the first National Women
and HIV Conference.

Co-sponsored by the Canadian Treatment Advocates Council, Canadian
AIDS Society, Community AIDS Treatment Information Exchange, and The
Canadian Aboriginal AIDS Network, this conference brought together 500
people from across the country fo share their personal stories, program-
ming ideas, advocacy efforts and research findings
on numerous HIV issues affecting women.

This conference created an important opportunity
for HIV-positive women to share their knowledge
and experiences as leaders and workers in a move-
ment where their voices are frequently marginal-
ized. Women living with HIV were at the forefront as
conference planners and participants. Women spoke
with courage about being HIV-positive. They spoke
eloquently about their extreme isolation. They
spoke of their sense of hopelessness, their sense of loss, their fears for
themselves and sometimes their children. And they spoke of the courage,
strength and hope they gained from meeting and hearing the stories of
other HIV-positive women.

The conference provided a forum for workers fo describe the many
creative and successful programs being offered across the country on

shoestring budgets. Some examples indude a catering business run by
and for HIV-positive women in Winnipeg, a peer-led community based
research project in Vancouver, and a volunteer run needle exchange in
New Brunswick.

The Local Planning Committee of Women's Outreach Network spon-
sored and coordinated many of the self-care events held at the confer-

...they spoke of the courage, strength and
hope they gained from meeting and hearing

the stories of other HIV-positive women.

ence site. ACT's Women's Community Development Coordinator chaired
and coordinated the planning and implementation of these activiies. The
Committee felt it was important to create opportunities for HIV-positive
women fo focus on their self-care and to simply have a good time. So,
we organized events and acivities that would enable women to feel
good about themselves, their bodies and their sexualities. Some of the

activities included haircuts, makeovers and French braiding, and work-
shops on self-defense, aromatherapy and yoga. The most popular work-
shops were a ‘Fun with Sex Toys' workshop and a workshop on the fun-
damentals of stripping.

Conference participants had 73 research presentations, workshops
and discussion sessions o choose from on fopics that addressed the
unique and diverse treatment, HIV prevention,
and support needs of women. ACT's Women's
Community Development Coordinator was a
co-presenter in three workshops at the confer-
ence and sat on the plenary panel. She spoke
about the issues of leshians at risk for HIV
infection, advocacy, and making AIDS service
organizations (ASOs) more accessible fo women.
Other ACT staff attended the conference as
participants.

The conference was an overwhelming success. HIV-positive women
gained opportunities fo link with each other, women working in isolation
came fogether fo share ideas and gain support, and particpants left with
a renewed commitment and energy fo carry on their work with women
living with HIV/AIDS, and with women who are at risk for HIV infection.

REPORT ON
RAPID TESTING
NOW AVAILABLE

In March 2000, Health Canada approved the first rapid HIV fest for use
in Canada. The Canadian HIV/AIDS Legal Network has prepared an in-
depth analysis of the potential benefits of rapid point-of-care testing,
and of the concerns raised by the use of such tests.

“Rapid HIV Screening at the Point of Care: Legal and Ethical
Questions” includes an executive summary and over 20 recommenda-
tions to ensure the potential benefits of rapid point-of-care testing are
maximized, while the potential harms are minimized. The report also

includes an accompanying ethical commentary on the issues.

The full report can be downloaded now in English from the Network’s
website af www.aidslaw.ca. Look under “Added in March 2000” on
the home page.

Hard copies of the report can be obtained from the Canadian AIDS
(learinghouse, 1565 Carling Avenue, Suite 400, Ottawa ON, K1Z 8RI.
Tel.: 877-999-7740 (toll-free) or 613-725-3434. Fax: 613-725-1205. E-
Mail: aids/side@cpha.ca.

Global AIDS Issues Featured at ACT Town Hadll

On May 31 ACT joined the International Council of AIDS Service
Organizations (ICASO) fo present a public Town Hall on “The Global
AIDS Pandemic: Communities Around the World In Action To Break The
Silence”. The Town Hall drew about 60 people to hear a keynote
speech from Dr. Meskerem Gruntizky-Bekele, whose role at UNAIDS is
to manage that organization’s participation in the International
Partnership Against AIDS in Africa.

After she spoke, representatives from AIDS organizations in Africa,
Latin America, Asia, and Europe took part in a panel discussion on how
communities are fighting AIDS in those areas. Dr. Peter Piot, Executive
Director of the United Nations Programme on HIV/AIDS (UNAIDS), con-
cluded the program with some comments on current frends in AIDS
around the world.

Here are some highlights from the Town Hall:

The International Partnership Against AIDS in Africa is getting start-

ed on developing plans for the diverse nations on that confinent. The
planning involves governments, UN agencies and the corporate sector.
For the first time on a UN project of this kind, non-governmental orga-
nizations are involved in the planning — a tribute to the importance
of community efforts o fight AIDS.

While AIDS has hit parts of Africa harder than anywhere else, other
areas of Africa have done well in limiting the spread of HIV. There
needs to be more attention to the success communities in Africa have
had in fighting HIV.

Europe is usually thought of as quite advanced in responding to
AIDS. This is true in many countries of Western Europe. But in the East,
especially Russia and Ukraine, HIV infection is spreading more rapidly
than anywhere in the world, and access to treatment is almost non-
existent.

Peter Piot pointed fo the growth of concern in developed countries

over the catastrophic spread of HIV in less developed countries. This
trend creates opportunities to move ahead with imporfant initiatives to
prevent HIV and treat AIDS. We must do everything possible fo create
links and mutual support between community-based organizations in
different countries.

The most important element in the struggle against AIDS in any
country is the existence of a grassroots movement that educates and
mobilizes people to fight AIDS. Even poor countries can successfully
fight AIDS if there is grassroots activism; even wealthier countries fail if
this involvement is not there.

The ACT/ICASO Town Hall gave added profile to the importance of
addressing AIDS on a global scale — and the key role local organiza-
tions can play in that effort.




Peer Outreach Project Volunteers

by Stephen Lam

For the Peer Qutreach Project (POP), this year's Pride is going to be extra special because it is the first time
we will participate as a group. We will march in the youth contingent with our POP banner, and we will also dis-
tribute safer sex kits to youth in the parade, in the crowd, in FruitLoopz, and in other venues. We are really
excited about this opportunity! If you see someone in a sexy outfit handing out safer sex kits, it is probably us.
Come by and say ‘hi'.

The POP is an autonomous, dynamic and cooperative group of peers
from diverse age groups and experiences. We work fo empower youth fo
learn and praciice safer sex, healthy sexuality, safer drug use, and harm
reduction. Wait! Don’t run away! We are a bunch of fun-loving people,
we are not dull and boring, and we promise we won't “lecture” you. Our
mission statement says repeatedly that we want fo achieve our goals
while having fun. We have developed lofs of ideas — fun and sexy posters, situational theatre, fashion shows,
and inferactive games are only some of them. My personal favorite is the “POP Safer Sex Patrols”, where vol-
unteers dress up in sexy outfits, drive an eye-catching “Safer Sex Mobile”, and project fun safer sex messages
onto building walls.

The POP is funded by the United Way of Greater Toronto. It started up in September 1999. Currently, it has
representatives from the AIDS Committee of Toronto, the YMCA Youth Substance Abuse Program, LGBTOUT
(U of T student group), Black Coalition for AIDS Prevention, and Hassle Free Clinic. More importantly, it has a
group of energetic young individuals that are not necessarily connected with community agencies. The POP has
about 35 members, 15 of whom are active volunteers.

O OK

FOR US
at the Pride Parade

Besides having fun, the POP strongly believes in being open and respectful to all our peers. W strive to be
against judgment and oppression towards any individual. We firmly believe in equity. We try fo become aware
of, challenge, and address forms of discrimination such as racism, sexism, heterosexism, ableism, ethnocen-
trism, ageism, discrimination against lesbians, gays, bisexuals, transsexuals, transgendered people, queers, and
two-spirited people. We believe in being sex positive — that sex and related matters can be discussed openly.
We empower our peers to learn about the risks involved in various sexual activities and to practice safer
sex/drug use according to their needs.

The POP meets every two weeks for two hours. Before meetings, vol-
unteers prepare food and drinks for all of us to share. We get right
down to business — but there’s time fo talk about what's going on in
school, at work, and in our social and personal lives. We also discuss fop-
ics like public sex, gay marriage, and other “hot issues”. The POP is a
warm and welcoming environment, and we're getting to know each other quite well. This might sound con-
trived, but | do usually have lots of fun at these meefings. If you don’t believe me, just attend one to see for
yourself. And the food is really good too!

Stephen Lam is a POP volunteer. He is also the External Coordinator of LGBTOUT (Leshians, Gays, Bisexuals
and Transgendered of U of T).

For more information about the POP or to volunteer, please contact Stephen Lam at 416-923-0476,
slam@ecf.utoronto.ca; Humberto Carolo at 416-340-8484, ext. 254, hcarolo@actoronto.org; or Alex Dunlop
at 416-504-1710, ext. 205.

Leadership Donors Honoured at Reception

PRIDE WEEK BOOK AND VIDEO LIST

Parties and the Parade are great. But for those quiet fimes in
between, here are some hooks and videos related to Pride Week's
more serious side. All are available at the ACT Library.

Ron Rosenes, ACT Honorary Director (left) displays at our donor reception a Chinese symbol
representing the Ron Rosenes Health Promotion Fund.

With red roses and good spirits abound, a splendid time was

had af our reception on Thursday, May 25, recognizing the out-

standing commitment of our Leaders in Caring and our
Legacy of Hope Society. Leaders in Caring are individuals
who have made philanthropic gifts of $1,200 or more in
year, and the Legacy of Hope Society includes those that have
made a planned gift to ACT.

With some fifty guests in attendance, a featured topic af the
reception was the freatment crisis in the AIDS epidemic. Almost
half of all people living with HIV/AIDS (PHAs) are or have
become non-receptive fo combination therapies and PHAs with
resistance fo all drug combinations face an uncertain future.

Also discussed at the reception was ACT's work with youth.
Through our Peer Qutreach and other youth programmes, ACT is
reaching out fo and educating young people about HIV prevention.

Thanks to the generosity of our Leaders in Caring and

Legacy of Hope Society, ACT can continue to lead the way in providing compassionate, proactive services for PHAs and youth. If you would
like to become a Leader in Caring, join our Legacy of Hope Society, or learn about establishing your own named fund, please contact Greg
Lichti, Senior Development Officer at 416-340-8484, ext. 265 or by e-mail at glichti@actoronto.org.

Free your mind : the book for gay, leshian, and bisexual youth — and their
allies / Ellen Bass and Kate Kaufman.

Generation Q : gays, leshians and bisexuals born around 1969's Stonewall
riots tell their stories of growing up in the age of information / edited by Robin
Bernstein and Seth Clark Silberman.

It Is What It Is [Videocassette] Shot in New York City with a multicultural cast,
this video is directed at lesbian and gay youth. It provides helpful information on
coming out and dealing with one’s sexuality.

Out : sfories of lesbian and gay youth [Videocassette] Using clips from inter-
views, comedy, high school discussions and P-FLAG meetings, this documentary
investigates the lives and experiences of a diverse group of gay and leshian
youth and their families. Most of the youth are from the Toronto area / National
Film Board.

Pride and prejudice : the life and times of gay and leshian youth [Videocassette]
The members of Pride & Prejudice, a leshian and gay youth support group in Toronto,
meet to give each other support and what they never get af school, a chance to
learn more about leshian and gay history, relationships, community, and more.

Safe spaces : HIV prevention for gay, leshian and bisexual youth / edited by
Elaine Lowe. Calls for communities to unite in support of gay, leshion and bisexu-
al youth. Shows that mental and physical health are connected: self-esteem and
social support often correlate with better control over one’s health.

Sexual orientation : reading between the labels [Videocassette] An introduc-
tion to coming out issues for gay and leshian youth. Counselors and social work-
ers discuss basics, gay teens and their parents share personal experiences of
homophobia and its effects. The central issue discussed is when and how fo come
out of the closet.

Where there’s life: a gay in the family [Videocassette] Gay and leshian youth
and their parents talk about the coming out experience in this British show. The
first part of the show focuses on the liberating experience of coming out for an
Australian youth and the reaction of his mother.

Who's Afraid of Project 10? [Videocassette] Project 10 is a counselling service
for leshian and gay teenagers. Young people who have been helped by Project
10 speak about their experience of homophobia, parental rejection, and bashing.
In @ moving segment, a grieving mother remembers her son, who committed sui-
cide when he could no longer bear his parents’ inability to accept his sexvality
and their attempts to force him to conform to their fundamentalist way of life.




AlIDSwalk

toronto

www.aidswalktoronto.org
416-340-WALK

P

On September 24, 2000, why walk?

Every day
12 more Canadians

are infected with HIV

24% of new infections

are among women

Over 40,000 Canadians
are living with HIV

Over 16,000 are
unaware of it

AIDS is the leading killer
of men aged 25 — 44

in Vancouver, Montreal,
and Toronto

The proportion of HIV
infected youth (15-24)

AIDS

is growing
at an alarming rafe

1. RecisTeR T0DAY Call 340-WALK or visit us at www.aidswalktoronto.org.
2. cowtect pLences We will provide you with pledge forms.
3. waLk THE waLk Walk with us! We were 20,000 strong in 1999.

If you'd like to become a volunteer for AIDS Walk
Toronto, please call Donald at 416-340-8484 ext. 255
or visit us at www.aidswalktoronto.org

Come visit us
and register at
our booth during
Pride Toronto
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Yes, | want to support AGUT

CARD NUMBER

EXPIRY DATE

0$500 0$250 0$100 0 $60 0835 O Other $
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Viva |a m No wonder Fashion Cares

is so successful. Look at
the company we keep.

M.A.C. COSMETICS * THE BAY « THE GLOBE & MAIL * GAP « ICE * MACY'S WEST
MUCHMOREMUSIC * AMERICAN AIRLINES « EATONS * LABATT BREWERIES

ONTARIO  VOGUE DISPLAY « 104.5 CHUM FM * AGOURON + BELL MOBILITY
CYBERSURF CORP. * DUPONT PHARMA + ENN  EVIAN NATURAL SPRING WATER
FAMOUS PLAYERS  FLIGHT CENTRE * GIORGIO COUTURE  II BY IV DESIGN
ASSOCIATES * MGET ET CHANDON  ROBERT YOUNG ASSOCIATES INC.
SMIRNOFF « TRANSCONTINENTAL PRINTING = WOODY'S « AIM FUNDS
MANAGEMENT INC. « COHN & WOLFE * CONTRACT INTERIORS BY BROWN
CV STUDIO * WINDSOR ARMS + ACTIVATE.NET « AVENUE MOVING * BAYVIEW
VILLAGE SHOPPING CENTRE + CANADIAN COMPUTER RENTALS  CO-OPERATORS
DE BOER'S * EXHIBITS INTERNATIONAL * FAB + FASHION MAGAZINE
FOUR SEASONS HOTELS AND RESORTS = GLAXO WELLCOME - IN PARTNERSHIP
WITH BIOCHEM PHARMA « HOLT RENFREW « HOUSE OF LAFABULA TRAVEL
MACDONALD FABER * MANLINE * MCNABB ROICK & ASSOCIATES * MERCK

; FROSST » SCHWARZKOPF PROFESSIONAL LTD. * XTRA!  B0O.COM

BRISTOL-MYERS SQUIBB * CREEDS DRYCLEANING * DAYS INN TORONTO
DOWNTOWN  EXCLUSIVE AFFAIRS RENTALS  FUSIONCREATIVE  INNISKILLIN
MCGREGOR SOCKS + SERONO * ENCORE ENCORE STRATEGIC MARKETING
TORONTO LIFE * ALDO SHOES « AVION FILM PRODUCTIONS * BLAKE, CASSELS
& GRAYDON + BLANCO CANADA  CANTAR/POLYAIR CANADA * CITIBANK CANADA
DELTA CHELSEA HOTEL + DEPCO INTERNATIONAL INC. * ERMENEGILDO ZEGNA
GRASSROOTS ADVERTISING « IN FASHION ON WTN « KARCHER CANADA
LABORATOIRES ABBOTT « MR. PRODUCE « NESTLE = NOW MAGAZINE
PRESIDENT'S CHOICE « RAY & BERNDTSON LOVAS STANLEY * ROGERS AT & T
ROYAL BANK V/SA = SIEMENS CANADA LIMITED * TICKETMASTER = TILLEY
ENDURABLES INC. + VCR ACTIVE MEDIA « WATHNE INTERNATIONAL * YOGEN FRUZ
BELIMAGE + BOB MACKIE « DANIER LEATHER « JONES NEW YORK « KENNETH COLE
STAR SECURITY « THE SHOPPING CHANNEL  VIACC « WARNER HOME VIDEO
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This year, thanks

to our generous

sponsors, Fashion Cares
raised over $850,000

to help support the

AIDS Committee of Toronto
and our Community Partners.

14TH ANNUAL BENEFIT FOR THE AIDS COMMITTEE OF TORONTO
DESIGN AND CREATIVE DIRECTION ROBERT YOUNG ASSOCIATES

| WILL GIVE BY

OCHEQUE  OVISA  OMASTERCARD O AMEX | D NCI :RS

OR LIFE

Please return to: AIDS Committee of Toronto, Attn: Greg Lichti, NAME
399 Church Street, 4th Floor, Toronto, Ontario, M5B 2J6.

POSTAL CODE

Or call ACT at 416-340-8484 ext. 235 to make a credit card ADDRESS
donation. Iy
Charitable Registration Number 11877 9024 RROOO].

A tax receipt for the total amount of your donation will be TEL: HOME
gratefully issued by ACT. EMAL

BUS.

Thank you for your donation! 0600




